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the militia of the Abruzzi and jthe Sabines was completed in
the morning of the s8th. But he was faced with the same
problem. * There was a shortage of food/ for the train
6 with the provisions collected by the Intendant-General to
feed the revolutionary army could not get through because
of the'break in the line.9
A reasonably accurate reply can thus be given to the
question asked by Salvemini1 on the number of fascists ready
to pit themselves against the regular army on the morning
of October 28. There were about 4000 at Civitavecchia
and Santa Marinella under Perrone, some thirty-eight miles
from Rome, and without rail transport; 2000 at Monte-
rotondo under Igliori (for the Siena legionaries did not
arrive until noon), nineteen miles north of Rome ; and about
8000 men at Tivoli under Bottai, fifteen miles east of Rome.
Altogether 14,000 men, armed with rifles, muskets, revolvers,
daggers and some only with bludgeons, with almost no
machine guns and not a single heavy gun,2 against whom
the government could have brought 12,000 men of the Rome
garrison equipped with all the resources of modern offensive
and defensive warfare. A few tanks and aeroplanes could
easily have scattered these troops, who were without proper
arms, without food, and, in spite of the heavy showers with
which they were continuously drenched, without water ;
quite apart from the fact that the columns were almost
entirely out of touch with each other and with the head-
quarters in Perugia.
The Foligno reserves were a long way away, and according
to De Bono only 300 of their 3000 were armed.3 A raid on
Spoleto enabled general Zamboni, who commanded them,
to supply them with rifles, but the column did not get
1 In the study, already quoted (p. 289).
55 The Spanish journalist, Rafael Sanchez Mazas, correspondent of the
Madrid A.B,C., described the equipment of these troops as follows : ' There
was an infinite variety of equipment and uniforms. , . . They carried rifles,
muskets, sticks, whips, clubs, shot-guns and carbines. ... In their belts they
wore daggers, pistols, sickles and other agricultural implements/ The
evidence from widely differing sources is in agreement about this.
3 In his Diary, on the 28th, Balbo speaks of 5000. The Quadrumvirate did
not even agree on the number of effective forces near Perugia with whom they
were able to keep in touch. Balbo at least realized that the reserve forces were
inadequate, particularly as they ' might play a decisive part in the revolution '.